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ABERGELE PETTY SESSIONS.

Saturday, Jan. 7, 1871

Before J. LI, Wynne, Esq., Coed Coch; B. W+

Wynone, Esq., Garthewin; B. B. Hesketh, Esq.,
Gwrych Castle ; and the Rev, Thos, Williams, Bt.

Gaue Trespasa.

Eilis Jones, and Jokn Evans, Sirior bach
Abergele, wero charged with this offence, on
the iaformation of John Rimmer, game
watcher to R. B. Hesketh, Esq., Gwrych
Qastle. The offence was stated to have been
commited on lands in the oceupation of Mr.
John Kerfoot, Sirior bach, and over which
Mr Hesketh had the right of shooting. The
prosecutor said that he saw Ellis Jones, and
a person vamed John Jones, coming out of
a wood on to Mr. Kerfoot's land. They
came into a field leading to Sirior bach,
Wiiness usked them what they had. They
spoke something in Welsh, which he did not
understand, and asked for forgiveness.
Evans had a rabbit in one pocket and a
ferret in the other.

Mr. Edward Ruberts, soliciter, 8t Asaph,
crossexamined the prosecutor, with a view to
elieting from him the subject ot eortain con-
versations with Mr and Mre Kerfoot and Mr
Burman. Mr. Burman did not ask him ¢,
have the case settled.  Witness did not tell
Mr. Burman that as Mr. Hesketh was on
the bench he would not allow the case to be
settled.

R. B. Hesketh, Esq.. said that he was oat
shooting at Sirior bach on the €th ult. Saw
two men and two dge on the land Sent
Rimmer after them to ses who they were.
Produced letters from Mrs. Wynne, of Cefa,
lgIVng him the right of shuotiug over the
and.

Mr. Roberts, cbjected to the letters being
recvived as evidence, as it had been held
over und ever again that a right to shoot, to
be lega', must be conveyed by deed.

Iu auswer to Mr Koberts, Mr Heskoth
said he dil not know when bhe acquired that
right. He did not even know the tenants,

Mr Roberts here cbserved that he would
never take upa cisein the defence of a
person who went int» e gentlewan's pre-
serves aud shot his game, which he had
reared a d fod. That gams was as much
the property of the jesvn who fed and
preserved thew us the fowls of the furmer;
but when ustingent act of pariament came
to be applivd to a care of killing a rabbit, he
hoped their worships would nof ouly dismiss
the case but express some observations oun
the conduct of the prosecution. He then
callod,

Mr William Kerfoot, Marli, who said .—
“T am the father of John Kerjvot, and re-
member takiog Sivior Farm for my son.
Tnere was no agreement in wiiting. It is
not more than 4 years ago. 1 wever prom-
isod to reserve the game on that faym to my
landlord. I told wy son that he had per-
fect liberty to kill rubbits, hut that he had
better not disturb the lare and pheasants.

My John Kerfoot, (the vccupier) said that
he never disturbed the pheasauts and hares
on his land. The rabbits wers a perfect
nuisance on the farm, and be had told the
men to kill them iie got the ferret for
tiemn Had a conversation with Rimmer
about this, in which he told him that he Lad
given them liberty.

Mr loberts added that Mr Kerfoot had
great respect to his landlady He never
:ad and never would interfers with the game;
| but the rabbits were & perfect nusance
there, and comsumed nearly the whole of
his crops, leaving him scarcely enongh seed
for the following season, and he was deter-
mined 1o kill every rabbit on the lan!. He
was actually rearing rabbits for Mr Hesketh's
tenauts to kill, as they had that right, he
believed.

Mr Durman,—* No, no, Mr Rebeits.”
Their ips, a ing togeth
said it was their opinion that tho cuse must

be dismissed.

Mr Roberts hoped that even-handed
juctice would be dealt out to his clients, who,
in case of conviction, would have been calied
upon to pay costs He hoped their costs
would be allowed them on dismissal ; he
would not ask for his own.

Costs, amounting to £1 108 were ordered
be paid.
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The Rev. W. Venables Williams, applied
for an adjournment of the appenls he had
enfe od agaiast the rting of certain property
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